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William Shakespeare Re-Imagined by Heiner Müller (Rodopi, 2014).

Seminar presentation

This seminar will start with a parallel discussion of concepts of usury and debt
in Early Modern and Late Modern contexts. The participants will be asked to
consider the recent upsurge of critical responses to the contemporary debt
crisis, in order to use them as theoretical and experiential tools with which to
approach the Early Modern experience of indebtedness and its economic
theories, specifically as they appear in Shakespeare. The different effects that
money and debt have on bodies and social bonds will be explored and linked to
forms of resistance, from exodus to uprising. This will imply considering forms
of spatial mobility in connection with economic failure, scarcity and hoarding.
The ways in which these questions are dealt with in the plays will also be
accounted for through a group discussion of the co-authorship of Timon of
Athens and of Shakespeare’s manipulation of Roman sources in Coriolanus,
thus adding a third temporal layer to the Early Modern / Late Modern focus.

Prerequisites to follow
the seminar

Participants will be expected to have read in depth and be very familiar with
the following Shakespeare plays:
The Merchant of Venice
Timon of Athens
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Coriolanus
Other, less specific prior steps will be explained to the group in the preparatory
period prior to the Intensive Programme.

Seminar objectives
/skills to be developed
by the students

At the end of the seminar, students will have gained an understanding of Early
Modern responses to pervasive indebtedness which, in connection with an
awareness of a global history of debt, will enable them to rethink
contemporary discourses about finance, debt and austerity and to actively
engage in a historically grounded discussion of their effects on the bodies of
debtors and of the resulting forms of spatial mobility.

Session 1 – Presentation
/ plan

Introductory discussion: concepts and contexts. Usury, bodies and The
Merchant of Venice.

Session 2 – Presentation
/ plan

Debt and money between Shakespeare and Middleton; bodies and exodus
(Timon of Athens).

Session 3 – Presentation
/ plan

Shakespeare’s manipulation of his sources. From Plutarch and Livy to
Coriolanus. From debt to famine & from exodus to uprising. Final discussion.
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(Note: this list is preliminary and indicative of the seminar's major emphases; the seminar leader may offer
additional suggestions at a later stage)
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